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SMALL  MINES  SHOULD  ADOPT  TECHNICAL  REFORMS 
-  COMMUNIST  CHINA  - 

[The  following  la  a  translation  of  a 
special  editorial  In  Eimg-jen 
Peiping,  15  July  I960,  page  2.  j 
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The  priority  development  of  mining  is  an  important 
guarantee  to  the  continuous  and  speedy  leap  of  industry 
.as  a  whole.  In  'the  steel  industry,  the  acceleration  of 
technological  reforms  in  mines  is  an  important  measure 
to  insure  the  fulfillment  of  the  steel  production  assign¬ 
ment  for  this  year-  and  the  further  leap  forward  for  next 
year. 

Since  1958,  as  a  consequence  of  nation-wide  par¬ 
ticipation,  thousands  of  small  ferrous  metal  mines  have 
been  established*  This  year,  these  small  mines  are 
responsible  for  over  half  of  the  ore  production- of  the 
whole  nation.  In  order  to  stabilise  the  productivity  of 
email  mines  as  soon  as  possible  and  to  make  them,  step 
by  step,  the  basic  source  of  raw  material  for  the  blast¬ 
furnaces,  workers  in  small  mines  of  various  locales  have 
been,  in  the  past  six  months,  actively  engaged  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  technological  reforms. 

As  these  reforms  progress,  there  is  apparent  im¬ 
provement  in  the  mechanical  and  semi-mechanical : devices 
used  in  small  mines.  Many  workers  are  liberated  from 
heavy  manual  labor,  thus  increasing  ore  production  by 
50$  over  the  same  period  of  last  year.  It  is  a  24$  in¬ 
crease  compared  to  the  fourth  quarter  of  1959.  Once 
again  this  shows  the  prosperous  life  of  small  mines  and 
proves  the  validity  of  the  walking  on  two-  legs  system 
of  the  Party. 

However,  we  must  realise  that  owing  to  the  rapidly 
increasing  productive  capacity  of  email  and  medium  size 
steel  factories,  the  amount  of.  ore  has  to  be  increased 
accordingly.  This  is  especially  so  when  the  rainy  season 
comes;  every  factory  demands  ..more  ore  so  that  production 
cars  be  carried  on  as  usual  and  at  the  same  time,  they 
demand  ore  of  higher  quality  from  workers  in  the  mines 
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r  ao  that  the  quality  of  steel  can  be  improyea.  Therefore, 
workers  in  small  mines  are  performing  a  difficult  yet 

important^  tas!^  unltB  have  obvious  achievements 

in  understanding  technological  reforms  In  small  mines, 

hut  there  are  still  a  small  number  of  wivs  -a- 

^4.  1Tw^f»T*«itand  this  problem  thoroughly  enough.  Even 
not  unaersnana- «*aj.b  pi ^  t.hov  are 

though  they  have  maoe  regulations  for  ref wrws,  -•>  —  L 
:  „n^w  fT,  carrying  them  out  or  feariui  ana  , 

"1  when 'they  encounter  difficulties  in  obtaining  material 

and  supplies.,  workers  in  small  mines  in  various 

•‘oral as  realise  the  situation,  and  the  importance  ana 
glory  of  the  responsibility  they  hoi  a;  ana  *a- 
proceed  to  strive  for  the  basic  completion  ox  techno 

reforms  within  the  third  quarter  so  that  the  pro 
e«oUvi?y  of  email  mines  can -be  further  raised  ana  an 
B^on'wsfp'  emrmlY  of  raw  material  secured. 

''***'  ‘  Based"  on  the  problems  now  facing  small  mines  aar. 

ac cording8 to  S£pari«o.  collected  from 

in  the  hast  six  months,  there  are  four poin ts^hib * 

should  be  emphasized  in  carrying  out  these  reforms. 

virBt.  technological  reforms  in  transportation  in¬ 
side  and  outside  of  the  mine  should  be  emphasized.  In 
months  of  I960,  as  a  consequence  of  move- 
m^nts  sponsored  by  the  general  workers,  centering  on  t »e 
"ssu-hua«*  [mechanization ,  seml-mechaniaation;  automat j-, 

’  -  there  has  been  a  considerable  modiii- 

Therefore,  the  plan  for  ore 
>e«u  valeted  comparatively  well, 
that  is  not  enough.  The  ore  must  be 
uae  so  that  production  of  sueel  will  not 
v  hindered  Thus  ^loading  and  transportation  musv  be 

toe  tails"  of  toSnoloslosl  reforms  in  small  mines. 
wJll^nSflS'nrWB  iepends^on  transportation  which  is 

»  dependent  upon  toaling  That  s  to 

\Ttlllv  to 'eolvi  the  p Sow™  of  transportation. 
repal  At  thf  same  time,  the  loading,  problem  must  he 
«lvei  by  completely trePalrins 

“4!°?*’  1,,??  a  manner  that  "manufacturing  can  be  carries 

Iftlr  SS.%ST"  »  train  comes  ana  loaains  esn  be 

carried  on  for  three  days  without  any  proa«o-io.. 
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Secondly,  a  supply  of  power  must 
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must 'be  auickly  solved  In  mines  near  power  lines*  In 
mines  that  are  far  away  from  power  lines,  the  solution 
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elf-feneration  of  electricity  must  be  searched  for. 

an d  its  installation 


oarot  shipmen  t 
supervised  l 


of 


equipment 


the  small  power  stations  which 


are  established  either  by  the  central 
the  individual  province. 


government  or  by 


Thirdly,  geological  resources  must  be  emphasised.  J~ 
Experienoe  from  the  past  six  months  has  shown  that  the 
rate  of  progress  is  handicapped  In  many  small  mines  be¬ 
cause  reforms  are  impossible  due  to  the  fact  that  their 
resources  have  not  been  clearly  evaluated*  For  this 
reason,  besides  the  professional  teams,  'native  groups 
must  also  be  ■  organized  to  take  part  in  surveying,  so 
that  every  mine  has  Its  own  surveying  team.  They  should, 
with  the  self -helt»,  the  self-searching  spirit,  and  the 
spirit  of  rendering  service  before  production,  evaluate 
quickly  the  exact  amount  and  location  of  mines  which  are 
designated  for  technological  reforms  so  that  later  re¬ 
forms  and  production  can  be  benefited. 


Fourthly,  organize  and  further  advocate  past  ex¬ 
perience  which  is  useful.  Vigorous  advocation  of  things 
like  the  w inclining  wheel’5  (Iun-tzu-p*o }  and  the  slid¬ 
ing  storehouse”  (hua-p'o  k’uang-ts1 ang)  in  transporta¬ 
tion;  electric  drills' in  mining,  and  "native  surveying 
team”,  etc.,  will  greatly  accelerate  reforms  in  small 
mines* 


At  present,  mining  reforms  ar©  progressing  un¬ 
usually  well*  The  Party  Central  Committee  and  committees 
of  various  levels  look  highly  upon  the  development  of 
the  ravr  material  industry.  Movements  for  technological 
rjofomiB  in  small  ibI&qs  continuously  sxpanding  in 
various  localities  and  workers  have  developed  from 
practice 


th< 


much  new  experience.  All  these  ar©  beneficial 
acceleration  of  mining  reforms. 

m  believe  that  under  the  leadership  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  committees,  setting  up  a  serious  evaluation  and  ar¬ 
rangement,  and  depending  firmly  upon  the  people  to  under¬ 
stand  the  few  above  mentioned  points  it  is  possible  to 
basically  complete  technological  reforms  in  small  mines 
In  about  ninety  days. 
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